
Cluster meeting: talking about 
under 3’s

Tuesday 26th November 2024
3pm or 6:15pm

Beverley Jones 

(Early Years Consultant)

Beverley.jones@shropshire.gov.uk

The slides can be found at: Babies and toddlers | Shropshire Learning Gateway 

https://shropshirelg.net/early-years-information-and-cpd/effective-practice-in-eyfs/the-unique-child/babies-and-toddlers/


Agenda:

1. Welcome and introductions

2. Feedback from previous 
meeting

3. Bite-size: creating a 
communication supportive 
environment

4.  Signposting and support 

5.  Suggestions for future 
meetings

6.  Q&A’s

What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf


Nutrition

introducing_solid_foods.pdf

https://assets.ctfassets.net/dvmeh832nmjc/MuuWPvuZgkl3sPAwbnodW/b597f2654c4fdd22efaeb10f0df26b95/introducing_solid_foods.pdf


introducing_solid_foods.pdf

https://assets.ctfassets.net/dvmeh832nmjc/MuuWPvuZgkl3sPAwbnodW/b597f2654c4fdd22efaeb10f0df26b95/introducing_solid_foods.pdf


Help for early years providers : Introducing solid foods

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/nutrition/introducing-solid-foods


Food safety advice on choking hazards
 in settings - Foundation Years

Weaning - Start for Life - NHS

Your baby's first solid foods - NHS

Help your baby enjoy new foods - NHS

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2021/09/food-safety-advice-on-choking-hazards-in-settings/
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/2021/09/food-safety-advice-on-choking-hazards-in-settings/
https://www.nhs.uk/start-for-life/baby/weaning/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/weaning-and-feeding/babys-first-solid-foods/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/weaning-and-feeding/help-your-baby-enjoy-new-foods/


Creating a communication 
supportive environment:

What is a communication supportive environment?

“A communication supportive environment is one that 
ensures that children’s speech, language and 

communication skills are planned and supported 
throughout the day.”

Creating a communication supportive environment: Early years - Speech and 
Language UK: Changing young lives

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/resource-library-for-educators/creating-a-communication-supportive-environment-early-years/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/resource-library-for-educators/creating-a-communication-supportive-environment-early-years/


Does your physical environment 
have ...?

• Cosy quiet spaces

• Areas to play and learn

• Minimal background noise

• Resources labelled with 
pictures and words

• Pictures or photographs to be 
able to self-register

• Book corners to curl up and 
share books

• Clear and consistent routines. What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-
FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf


Do the children have opportunities to 
practise their communication skills ..?

• Follow the child’s lead and talk 
about their interests

• Build on what children say

• Talk in simple sentences and pause 
often

• Model words and sentences that 
match the child’s level.

Further tips can be found at: 

Supporting babies' early communication skills 

Supporting children's early communication skills
What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-

FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/resource-library-for-educators/supporting-babies-early-communication-skills/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/resource-library-for-educators/supporting-childrens-early-communication-skills/
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf


Do the children have lots of opportunities to 
practise their speech, language and 
communication skills throughout the day..?

• Having 1:1 conversations with their key 
person

• Sharing books with their key person (1:1 
or 1:2 each day)

• Spending time in a small group with their 
key person (islands of intimacy)

• Opportunities to explore real objects and 
real experiences in and out of the setting.

On reflection …

Does your environment have different 
spaces for different purposes and for  

different types of conversations?
What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-

FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf


Signposting and support:

Babies and toddlers | Shropshire Learning Gateway

https://shropshirelg.net/early-years-information-and-cpd/effective-practice-in-eyfs/the-unique-child/babies-and-toddlers/


Signposting parents / carers:

What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf


Virtual support 
sessions:

What to expect in the EYFS: a parents’ guide



Suggestions for future meetings:

Help for early years providers : Get help for your setting

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/


• CPD Schedule and 
Booking Information 
2024 - 2025 | Shropshire 
Learning Gateway

https://shropshirelg.net/early-years-information-and-cpd/cpd-early-years-and-schools/cpd-schedule-and-booking-information-2024-2025/
https://shropshirelg.net/early-years-information-and-cpd/cpd-early-years-and-schools/cpd-schedule-and-booking-information-2024-2025/
https://shropshirelg.net/early-years-information-and-cpd/cpd-early-years-and-schools/cpd-schedule-and-booking-information-2024-2025/
https://shropshirelg.net/early-years-information-and-cpd/cpd-early-years-and-schools/cpd-schedule-and-booking-information-2024-2025/
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